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On this 4th of July, a new take on patriotism seem appropriate.  The idea of patriotism has always been from the standpoint of its citizens showing loyalty to America.  



As a reminder, the definition of a patriot as found in my “antique” Webster dictionary is “one who loves and zealously supports his country.”  Fast forward to a current edition of Oxford’s American Dictionary where patriot is defined as “a person who is devoted to and ready to support or defend his or her country.”  


No where is it found in a dictionary, an encyclopedia or on the World Wide Web (which now must be considered as a source of information), a definition for the other side in this equation – what government’s responsibility is to its citizens.  Should there be patriotism in reverse; i.e., government patriotism to its loyal citizens, not to foreign corporations or the millions and millions of foreigners who come to this country and immediately demand their customs and traditions take priority over America’s founding principals and values???


America’s politicians (Congress) give lip service to oh so many ideas such as the cry to “Buy American.”  That idea is about as two-faced and fraudulent an idea as ever perpetuated on the American Public.  


The relatively new chairwoman of the Democratic National Party is Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz, a Florida Democrat who talks endlessly about Republican candidates for President that “if it were up to them, we would all be driving foreign cars.”  A rather curious comment in that Representative Wasserman Schultz’s choice of automobiles at the time was/is?? an Infiniti FX35 made by Japan’s Nissan Motor Manufacturing Company.  As of 2010, the Infiniti FX35 was manufactured in Kanagawa, Japan.  

None of this should surprise those of us in the “ordinary American crowd,” but IT SHOULD make us all angry as hell!!  Politicians in Washington are very adept at invoking the “mutually beneficial exchange” idea as they allow loyal Americans to be ripped off by companies such as General Motors (GM).    


Here’s why.  The politicians in Washington have a new way to deceive the American public.  Paul Krugman, a New York Times columnist and book author, referred to this new way of deceiving the American public as what’s important about international trade, and explained in his book, Pop Internationalism . . . “its not about competition, it is about “mutually beneficial exchange.”  


Just what does that mean?  The recent bailout of GM via Congress at the expense of American taxpayers as opposed to Ford’s decline of a bailout is indicative of how taxpayers get gouged and just how this new deception works.  


GM’s CEO believes imposing new taxes, as much as 50 cents per gallon of gas, would force more buyers to buy more fuel efficient cars.  Overlooked by those in Congress is just how two-faced GM officials are, and the reason for the title of this edition.  


Buyers of the Saturn VUE vehicles have been deceived since 2004 by GM in what can only be described as the fraud of the decade or maybe the century, at least from the standpoint of those who have long refused to buy foreign cars.  In 2004, GM switched the engines and transmissions in its Saturn VUE (v6 awd) vehicles to Honda-made engines and Honda-made transmissions after being unable to solve problems with those major components of the Saturn VUE vehicle since its debut in 2002.    


Just how counterfeit this 2006 Saturn VUE is, was not by any means disclosed to buyers, at least not to this buyer, while purchase of the vehicle was under consideration nor upon deciding to buy the vehicle which at the time of purchase was a lease-return which had been driven only eight months.  


The familiar refrain that American automakers are allowed to use a certain percentage of foreign-made parts and still claim the vehicle is “American manufactured” gives GM and other manufacturers a way to hide such fraud.  

A Honda-made engine and a Honda-made transmission are significant enough to run the percentage way up there.  It is not much of an automobile without an engine and a transmission!!


The 2006 Saturn VUE also has defective stabilizer bars which GM refuses to even acknowledge much less issue a recall for.  Broken ones are replaced with yet another defective one that ultimately breaks after the vehicle is out of warranty.


To add insult to injury, GM closed down the Saturn line of vehicles after a prospective buyer of the line could not find a manufacturer to supply vehicles.  Saturn has been hyped since it began as a “brand that was supposed to revolutionize the way small cars were built and sold in America.”  


GM was not forced to make any concessions or accommodations for Americans buyers for the horrendous situation forced on Saturn owners when it closed down the line.  Repairs are dependent upon waiting days, at times a week or more for parts, forcing owners to do without their vehicle.  


It seems fraud is not criminal when it’s being perpetuated by a corporation such as GM and Congress.  Congress’ fraud?  Providing bailouts to a company that manufacturers counterfeit automobiles?  It is unfortunate the law protecting designers from counterfeiting of their expensive handbags and other merchandise does not apply to automobiles.  

God forbid that GM should be forced to fully disclose its vehicles are only masquerading as American manufactured vehicles – that would amount to admission of its true incompetence, and just how complicit Congress is in the perpetuation of fraud on American car buyers who refuse to cave to foreign vehicles?  
Representative Wasserman Schultz should be ashamed of herself, but it seems anything goes in an election year, or maybe more appropriate, “do as I say, not do as I do,” which really addresses the way Congress does business (remember health care?).  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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